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23 Jaae 1972

Tas Honoxeble Les Aspin
House of Ropresentatives
wWashington, J. C. 20515

Jeaz Mr. Aspin:

The Congressional Racord of June 27, 1972, ¢carries a letter
addressed to me by you announcing ysuy relesse o “aubstantial new
eavidence that indicates U. 5. pilots ilying Cla aperateé hzhcapters have
heen smuggling opium inside Laos.

1 have yet to racaive- your letter. Pending its receipt, however, I
shall begin a thorsugh investigation of this alleged “new evidencs’' and
will advise you in due course of the resuits. In this connection, Icail
to yourattention the testimony of Mr. Neizen Gross, Senlor Advisor to
the Secretary of 3tate and Coordimalor for Internalional Narceotics Matters,
beiore the Congressional Inguiry Regarding International Narcotics Traflic
on June 9, 1972. IHe there quoted the Alr America Managing Director's
staterment that Mr. Alired Mc{oy's allegation beiore the Foreign Opera-
tions Subcommnittes of the Semate Appropriations Commitlee that Air Amer-
ics airerait have been jransporting oplum in Northers Laocs ona regular
haasis ia ‘utterly and absoiutely faize.”

in the mier;m, 1 wish to reitarais stroagly whas 1 have said fcnhlicly
he American Seclety of Newspaper Editora:

“There is the arraat nonsense that the Central Intelligence Agency
iz somabhow involved in the world dmmg ¢raiiie. We are not. As
jathers, w2 are a3 conce¢rned about the lives of our children and
arandchildren ag are all of you. A3 am Agency, in fact, we arxe
heavily engaged in tracing the foreign socta of the drug traific for

7 tihe Bureau of Narcotics cnd Dangerzous Drugs. We hope we are
I halping with a sclution; ws know we are nct contributing Lo the
E arovism.’ :
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I &m&, wvou will Rave no doubl aoficed in the Coagrasulensl Hecord
R m@ 2, 1373, that Congressman Charvles Gubsex cited o lotter {rom
Live Jnha iagersoll, Director of the Baresu of Narcutics 3ad Daagoersas
2 .m;;a, attasting to the inct thal this agency hasz taken a great sumber of
>3 against the narcetica trade. Furiher, we have izsued 2he strongest
inscructions, and have most vigorously onisrced them, %o prolibit any

inadverient use of CIA facilities by narcolics smugglers.

in the iigbt of these wall-estadblished positions, we find it disappoint-
ing io be subjacted to the type of public sllegation represenied by gradoate
sindent MeCoy's asaertions of ' mew evidence,  ihe innuendo in which can
saly dishearten CIA persomnel of henor and integrity working against this
zaiarious trade. '

I have taken the liberty of ssnding 3 copy of this letter to Congress~
maa Gubger because of his interest in theae matiera.

lincerely,
F¥/ Richard Holzs

Richazrd Helms
,;‘ixae%mf
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29 June 1972

Thz Honorable Charles S. Gubser
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

My dear Mr. Gubser:

Thank you most sincerely for your willingness to be of assistance
again in countering the most recent allegations that CIA is involved in
the drug traffic. Herewith is a copy of the interim reply I sent to
Congressman Aspin's letter, together with a few thoughts you might
like to use in preparing an introductory statement to insert the letter
in the Congressional Record.

Neediess to say, ] personally assurs you in the strongest terms
of the accuracy of my statements and of our determination in CIA to

stamp out this terrible trade.

Thank you again.

Sincerely,
/s/
Richard Helma
Director
) Attachmenta
WEC:blp
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June 27, 1972

Mr. Richard Helms, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Helms:

I am publicly releasing today substantial new evidence
‘that indicates that U.S. pilots flying CIA-operated helicopters
have been smuggling opium inside Laos. These allegations
are contained in a letter and additional information that
I have received from Mr. Alfred McCoy, author of a forth-
coming book on heroin traffic in Southeast Asia. If these
allegations are true, then the CIA is implicated in fostering
the drug traffic that ruins the lives of tens of thousands
of Americans. '

I am writing to you today to request that you thdroughly
‘investigate Mr. McCoy's allegations. Since Mr. McCoy obtained
his information last summer, it is imperative to determine
whether this kind of drug trafficking is still going on. A
principal unanswered question which the CIA must resolve is:
"At what level in th@ CIA were officials aware of this illicit
drug traffic?¥.
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